
Dunedin’s unique look and feel is defi ned by the large number of remaining heritage 
buildings. However, many are unused or under-utilized. Ensuring buildings are reused and 
economically viable is important to ensuring their future survival.

Dunedin City Council wishes to demonstrate that with the right approach and some creativity, 
heritage buildings can take on a new life, suited to modern uses.

This competition is to encourage tertiary student designers to design an innovative reuse of 
a heritage building. For the 2010-2011 Design Competition, the nominated subject is the 
complex of buildings including Garrison Hall, the Orderlies’ Building, and Stables, in Dowling 
Street and Burlington Street, Dunedin. 

The winning design will receive a $3000 cash prize and will be showcased to the public. 
Selected entries will also be shown in a public exhibition in March 2011 to celebrate good 
heritage re-use, innovation and publicise up and coming designers.

The competition runs until 7 January 2011. The winners will be announced in February 2011 
and the awards evening will be held in March 2011.

Entries need to balance creative design, economic viability and sensitivity to heritage features 
and values.

The competition will be judged by a panel consisting of council staff, architects, independent 
developers and heritage professionals. Their expertise will ensure the winning entry balances 
the criteria in an innovative way.

The following information pack contains the competition rules, design criteria and 
timeframes. We look forward to your entry.

Good luck! 

Thank you for your interest in the Dunedin Heritage Reuse Design Competition.



Competition Purpose
The Dunedin City Council (“DCC”) is organizing and co-sponsoring a 
design competition with partners Wall Street, Octa Associates Ltd, and 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust for the reuse of a heritage building 
(“the Design Competition”). The purpose of the Design Competition is to:

 » Promote the potential for reusing heritage buildings; 

 » Demonstrate how creative, innovative designs can potentially 
reinvigorate heritage buildings; 

 » Promote the idea of sustainability through reuse;

 » Encourage discussions about the potential for reuse of heritage 
buildings;

 » Increase awareness of Dunedin’s quality heritage architecture;

 » Encourage the reuse of Dunedin’s heritage buildings.

Prizes
The winner will receive a $3,000 cash prize.

The winner and their design will be featured in publicity material 
intended to promote heritage and heritage reuse in Dunedin.

The DCC will make no other payment to those entering the Design 
Competition. It is anticipated that the competition will generate publicity 
for the entrants and their designs. The DCC will use reasonable 
endeavours to secure the publicity of the best designs of entrants. 

Octa Associates Ltd are offering a special prize, which could go to 
the overall winner, or an individual entry that highlights innovation in 
Heritage Building Design. Octa will be the sole judge of this prize and 
reserve the right to not award any entrant this prize.

Entry
Entry is open to any tertiary students. 

All entries must be accompanied by an entry form. There is no 
restriction on the number of entries per person, but each entry must be 
received on a separate entry form. A copy of the entrant’s student ID 
must also be provided with each entry form.

All entries must be received by 4pm, 7 January 2011 at the designated 
address (see rule 11.0). Please ensure entries are labelled as “Heritage 
Buildings Design Competition”.

It is each entrant’s responsibility to package and transport their Design 
Competition entry so that it arrives intact and before the deadline. The 
DCC will not be responsible for late, lost, misdirected entries or entries 
damaged in transit.

All submitted documents should be unbound to enable copies of the 
design to be easily distributed for judging

Entrants are required to submit one hard copy version of their entry and 
one pdf version. Pdf entries are to be emailed to: ghazelto@dcc.govt.nz

Entries received after the closing date will not be accepted. Entries that 
do not comply with the rules will also not be accepted.

Entries to the Design Competition will not be returned to entrants. 

The DCC expects to exhibit a selection of entries in whole, or in part, or 
to reproduce them in other mediums during the course of the promotion 
of the Design Competition. This material will be retained by the DCC as 
part of the offi cial record.

The DCC reserves the right to amend, vary, extend or discontinue the 

competition and/or these competition rules at any stage for any reason.

Description of Submission Requirements
Each entry must include the following:

 » A completed entry form;

 » The design

 » The sketch design should include up to 4 A3 sheets of presentation 
standard graphics, including fl oor plans, elevations, sections, a 
perspective and any further details considered necessary;

 » Written details/Design Statement

The written details should be no more than 2 single side A4 sheets, or 
alternatively may be built into the A3 format taking the full submission 
to no more than 6 single side A3 sheets . The written details are to 
provide a commentary on the design;

Design Requirements
The DCC is seeking to raise awareness of innovative design and 
potential for the reuse of heritage buildings. This Design Competition is 
part of the strategy to increase understanding of the potential for the 
reuse of heritage buildings. Designs should:

 » Demonstrate the imaginative reuse of the nominated heritage 
buildings
The best way to preserve our heritage structures is to give them a 
sympathetic new use. With vision and innovation, old buildings can 
be given a productive new lease of life.

 » Demonstrate sensitivity to the heritage signifi cance of the building, 
its history and key heritage features 
The most successful built heritage adaptive reuse projects are those 
that best respect and retain the building’s heritage signifi cance and 
add a contemporary layer that provides value for the future.

 » Promote good urban design
Well designed buildings and adjacent spaces can make positive 
contributions to the urban environment. Quality architecture 
recognises the interaction between the public and private spaces, 
and contributes to the creation of spaces that people enjoy using.

 » Promote sustainable design
Designs that incorporate energy effi ciency, water effi ciency, material 
effi ciency and waste minimization to minimize ongoing operational 
costs are encouraged.

 » Comply with the Dunedin District Plan
Designs should comply with District Plan provisions wherever 
possible. Areas where the designs do not, should be identifi ed in the 
design statement.

Judging
The Judging Panel will assess entries against criteria including, but not 
limited to:

 » innovation and creativity;

 » sensitivity of adaptation;

 » retention of heritage values;

 » contribution to the urban environment;

 » feasibility;

 » sustainability;

 » reference to Building Act and District Plan requirements.

The Judges Panel’s decision will be fi nal and binding on the entrants 
and sponsors and no correspondence will be entered into.

In the unlikely event of the Judging Panel deciding that none of the 
entries meet their expectations, the DCC reserves the right to accept 
and act on a recommendation that no prize be awarded.

All entries will be acknowledged. 

Feedback on judging will be provided to entrants. Feedback will include 
a consolidated scoring sheet and judges’ comments. 



Timeline
Registrations open on 11 October 2010. Entries are due by 4.00pm, 
7 January 2011. 

A site visit to the subject building will be held during the entry period. 
Those registered for entry will be notifi ed of the date and time of this 
site visit.

The Judging Panel’s fi nal decisions will be made by 23 February 2011. 
The winner will be publicly announced by 26 February 2011 in a public 
notice and media release. 

An awards ceremony and public exhibition of selected entries will be 
held during March 2011.

Intellectual Property and Publicity Rights
By entering the Design Competition, all entrants confi rm that their entry 
is an original work which does not breach any third party’s intellectual 
property rights.

By entering the Design Competition, each entrant agrees that its entries 
become the property of DCC and grants Octa Associates a licence to the 
designs in order to publicise good practises and for use in its building. 
Octa Associates (or any subsequent owner or lessee of Garrison Hall, 
the Orderlies’ Building or the Stables) is free to use any of the designs, 
or any part of them, as it sees fi t, (but is not obliged to do so).

The DCC reserves the right to publicise the Design Competition 
submissions.

Apart from awarding the prize described above in rule 2.0, there is 
no intention on the part of DCC or any of the competition partners 
to contract the entrants for any future work. There is no obligation 
on the building owner to use the winning design for the purposes of 
development of the heritage buildings, the subject of this competition. 

All information and material submitted by entrants in the course of 
the Design Competition and incorporated in promotion material will be 
retained by DCC as part of the offi cial record. 

Offi cial Information Act
DCC respects privacy rights under the Privacy Act 1993 and is required 
to comply with the Privacy Act 1993 in respect of the collection of 
personal information from individuals. In accordance with the Privacy 
Act 1993, DCC collects and holds personal information to conduct the 
competition, verify entrant’s eligibility, notify prize winners and verify 
prize winner’s identities; and this information may be used for future 
promotional activities. Individuals have rights to access and request 
correction of their personal information held by DCC. Failure to provide 
all requested personal information may result in an entry being invalid.

Limitation of Liability
DCC, its competition partners and other agencies associated with this 
Design Competition will not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever 
which is sustained (directly or indirectly) by any entrant in connection 
with entering this competition or accepting any prize.

Contact Dunedin City Council
Correspondence and entry should be addressed to:
The Heritage Reuse Design Competition
Dunedin City Council
PO Box 5045
Moray Place
Dunedin 9058

For any questions please contact Glen Hazelton, Policy Planner 
(Heritage) at ghazelto@dcc.govt.nz or (03) 477 4000.

For the delivery of entries, the physical address is:
Dunedin City Council
50 The Octagon
Dunedin



Entry Form
A signed entry form must be attached to every design entry. Complete one form per entry. Entries are due by 4.00pm, 7 January 2011.

Entrant’s name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Education Institution: _________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Design Title: _______________________________________________________________________________________

I confi rm that I have read the rules of this competition and acknowledge that the Dunedin City Council may, if it chooses, use selected 
information submitted by me for publicity purposes. 

I confi rm that my design entry is my own original work and I understand that there is no obligation on the building owners to use any 
winning design in future.

I understand that the decision of the judges will be fi nal.

Signed: ____________________________________________________    Date:  _______________________________

Please enclose a photocopy of your student ID card as proof of identity and status as a student.

Send your completed entry to:

The Dunedin Heritage Reuse Design Competition
Dunedin City Council
PO Box 5045
Moray Place
Dunedin 9058


